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done in one generation a step in a great march of
progress, beginning far back in the grey dawn of history,
and having its goal in the distant future. The human
race will in time outgrow war; and I think we may
even now discern the general outline .of the process.
Perpetual peace will come as the result of a gradual
evolution ; and some idea of the nature and direction of
the causes at work to produce it, may be gathered from
an historical consideration of the slow disappearance of
private war, which was once far more common than
public war is now, or has been among civilized states for
many ages.

Private war had its origin in those family feuds
which are universal in early stages of civilization.
Before law as we understand it now had come into
being, before the conception of crime had formed itself
in the brain and conscience of the community, before
any central authority existed to enforce obedience to
the rules it imposed, the rough justice of revenge
impelled the injured party and his kinsfolk to retaliate
as best they were able upon those who had done them
wrong. Every man carried his life in his hand; and as
he was his own guardian, so he was his own avenger.
Kinship was the sole bond of early society, and there-
fore the relations on both sides assisted their kinsfolk in
the strife; but public authority there was none, and
accordingly no attempt was made from outside to
compose the quarrel or punish the wrong-doer. In
time organization was found to be an advantage in the
struggle for existence. The tribes under the control of
a chief who contrived to make his will obeyed even in a
very imperfect manner, would be able to overcome those
who were entirely destitute of discipline. Thus an